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The Improving Local
Community’s Livelihoods and
Engagement in Sustainable Forest
and Land Management in Thailand
through Forest Landscape
Restoration




|. Introduction

The project of improving local community’s livelihoods
and engagement in sustainable forest and land management in
Thailand through Forest Landscape Restoration (FLR) in Pa Laew
Luang Sub District San Ti Sook District Nan Province is cooperated
by Land Development Department (LDD), Center of Excellence
for Soil Research in Asia (CESRA), The International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and Royal Forest Department
(RFD). The main issue is to integrate their work plans related on
sustainable forest and land management and ensured
collaboration among different sectors. There explain on the benefit
of the sustainable forest and land management through Forest
Landscape Restoration (FLR) to enhance the livelihoods of the

community under the support of Asian Forest Cooperation
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Organization (AFoCO). The achievement of the project needs the
collaboration from the local organization to keep balance between
develop agricultural area and conserve the plenty community
forest. Communities are able to create and increase their household
income along with sustainable development and conservation of
natural resource.

The project will develop Sustainable Land Management
(SLM) interventions addressing land and ecosystem restoration
within identified demonstration sites considered as ‘hotspots’
or mostly affected by land degradation, loss of biodiversity and
impacts of climate change in Thailand. The SLM interventions
entails scaling up and mainstreaming climate smart and innovative
SLM practices/ forest management practices and technologies
that will be identified by farmers and land users at the landscape
areas. Also the project will increase the awareness of stakeholders

and facilitate engagement of local farmers, land users and

The Improving Local Community’s Livelihoods and Engagement in Sustainable Forest
and Land Management in Thailand through Forest Landscape Restoration




stakeholders at the local landscape levels to improve understanding
of land degradation, integrated forest management and

impacts of climate change in Thailand, changes in biodiversity,

productivity, effective provision of ecosystem services and
sustainable land management practices that can be scaled up.
In order to operate the project under the AFoCO cooperation
framework efficiently according to the project plan, the mentioned
project plan includes land use planning activities in degraded
areas. There are measures to solve the problem in line with
resource conservation, land management, and sustainable forest
landscape restoration. The project plan is also driven under the
AFoCO cooperation framework to include managing land, water
resource and forest resources sustainably and effectively under
the policy framework “ Sustainable land management: SLM” and
promotion of use “Forest Landscape Restoration: FLR” mixed with
agriculture and agroforestry. This is an agreement at the local level
that is certified by local authorities with measures to use land in
conjunction with conservation of natural resources in the
community, in the project area where arable land is allocated
for communities in accordance with the government policy
(National Land Policy Board) for people to have a better quality
of life and use resources appropriately. They can reduce global

warming problems and solve the problem of land degradation.

Farmers are more aware of the conservation of natural resources

2 in a thorough and sustainable manner.
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Il. Objectives

2.1 to explain the work plan for enhancing community
livelihood by sustainable forest and land management
through Forest Landscape Restoration (FLR) under the local
organization collaboration.

2.2 to find out the best practice model of sustainable
forest and land management from the local level and response
to National Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) to reduce
greenhouse gas from agriculture and forestry sector.

2.3 To reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the agri-
culture and forestry sectors

2.4 To prepare a land use plan in the agricultural sec-
tors and develop appropriate land use patterns to halt land

degradation
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lll. Expected Benefits

1) Farmers have solved the problem of degraded land
with appropriate land use patterns together with the restoration

of the forest landscape

2) Farmers have measures to use land in conjunction
with conservation of natural resources in the community.

3) The community has better living conditions with
proper use of resources, can reduce global warming problems
and solve the problem of land degradation.

4) Farmers are more fully aware of conservation of

natural resources.
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ion and Site Characteriztion

Pa Laew Luang Sub-district locates in Santisook District,
Nan province in the areas of 10,598 hectares in the political boundary
of the sub-district. It consists of ten communities, which home
to 4,485 people living in 10 communities in the areas of around
10,500 hectares including residential areas in the political boundary
and natural forests inside and beyond the borders. Most of the people

living in this area is hill tribe people (Lue ethnic group). 85% of the
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landscape is high and steep mountain, which is about 600-1200-meter
above the sea level. In the past 15 years, lowland areas nearby the
steep mountain have been converted to monoculture plantation
for maize and rubber trees and encroach further to higher mountain
areas. Land use conversion causes landslides, flash flood and drought,
which cause economic and livelihood loss severely in each year.
Ongoing deforestation in this area causes soil erosion, unhealthy
land, loss of biodiversity and malfunction of ecosystem services,
which eventually affect the livelihood security of local community
members. Although, there are several investment projects on
reforestation, it is important to have a long-term strategic restoration,
monitoring and evaluation collectively designed at the sub-district
level in collaboration with all related stakeholders. There is a need
to restore the land and forests in the target areas based on the
FLR strategic plan, as well as raising awareness on sustainable land
management for local people and local authorities for better land
productivity and livelihood.

Thai government developed and implement the restoration
plan of the degraded areas in Santisook district titled “Laew Luang

Model” as a part of the umbrella project titled “Nan Model”, which
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has jointly designed and invested by different stakeholders. There
are several non-profit organizations, research institutions, private
sectors, local authorities and the government agencies invested in
forest replantation in the past ten years. Laew Luang Model consists
of land zonation and strategic plan to restore each zone designed by
RFD. The designated zones consist of 1) natural forests, 2) re-claimed
forestlands, 3) the encroached 1% and 2™ classification of watershed,
and 4) the encroached 3" 4™ and 5" classification of watershed.
However, the degraded areas are very large and require consistent
efforts and investment in a long term from all related holders based
on the strategic restoration plan. The comprehensive monitoring
plan for the restored areas is needed. Local people engaged in
the replantation activities by planting and preparing the areas only.
There is a need to apply the participatory process of Forest
Landscape Restoration (FLR), the Restoration Opportunities Assessment
Methodology (ROAM), and participatory monitoring and evaluation
plan in the restored areas in this sub-district. In addition, capacity
building approaches for socioeconomic livelihood alternatives based
on their biodiversity capitals and forest restoration methodologies

to these communities are needed as well.
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Target areas in Improving local community’s livelihoods and engagement in sustainable forest and
land management in Thailand through Forest Landscape Restoration Project
Pa Leaw Luang sub-district, Santisuk district, Nan province.
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